
2. History of the Province

Before the 16th century it is known that Chinese traders occasionally visited the

Philippines. There were also traders from the Indonesian islands to the south of the

Philippines. The Spanish arrived in the 16th century and established trade with

Europe and Mexico. They were headquartered in Manila but were supplied by ships

from Mexico. These ships frequented Masbate to refuel and restock their food

supplies on their way to and from Mexico through the Scin Bernardino Strait between

the islands of Luzon and Samar. A number of sturdy, thick-walled churches which

they built still stand in Masbate. As they also did in the rest of the Philippines, they

brought many cultural items and practices previously unknown to the people of

Masbate. The resulting cultural exchange infused new words into the Masbatenyo

language.

The advent of the Americans in 1898 and onward cdso promoted language

borrowing, especially as a result of their heavy involvement in setting up a public

education system and establishing English as the national language for almost 50

years. New words are still coming into the language as a result of the Tagalog,

Cebuano and English languages used on radio, in television and the movies.

3. Language Identification

Masbatenyo is the name used by the speakers of the language for both the

language and for themselves, although Minasbate is sometimes also used to

distinguish the language from the people. Masbatenyo is a member of the central

Philippines family of Icinguages and is related to Hiligaynon. It is also closely related

to Tagalog, the basis of the national language Filipino, and Cebuano, but it is most

closely related to the language of Sorsogon City in the province of Sorsogon on the

southern tip of Luzon Island. Until the 1920s Masbate was a part of Sorsogon

Province and was governed from Sorsogon City. Though Sorsogon is the

southernmost province on the Bicol Peninsula, the language is not closely related to

the Bicol language. However, both the Sorsogon language and Masbatenyo have

grammatical systems which are close to that of Hiligaynon, the trade language of
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Panay Island to the west of Masbate, rather than to the Bicol of southern Luzon or

the Cebuano of Cebu Province to the south.

A striking characteristic of Masbatenyo is the presence of competing

grammatical and lexical subsystems in the language. This has probably been brought

on by the influx of settlers from surrounding major Izmguage groups who mixed in

elements of their languages with and along side of the Masbatenyo. The result is that

many semantic concepts in Masbatenyo can be expressed by from two to five

alternate and different words for a single concept. They appear to have the exact

same reference but come from one or more of the five surrounding languages: Bikol,

Waray-waray, Cebuano, Hiligaynon and Tagalog.

There are also some variant coexistent forms of the grammatical markers and

pronouns. The laughing comment from the speakers of the language is that their

language is a mixed-up language. That is why, they say, speakers from other

languages have a hard time learning Masbatenyo. Masbatenyos themselves usually

have a preferred choice of words in their own use of the language, but readily

recognize the others and sometimes also use them.

4- Literature on the Language

To the knowledge of the compiler, this dictionary is only the second published

work on the Masbatenyo language. There are, however, several descriptions of

separate subsystems of the language in microfiche form as well as a few publications

of educational and religious material in Masbatenyo (see the Bibliography).

5. Dialects of Masbatenyo

There are three major dialects of Masbatenyo: the western dialect centered

around the town of Balud on the western coast, the southern dialect centered about

the town of Cataingin in the southeastern part of Masbate and the northern dialect

covering the whole northern half of Masbate Islemd and centered around Masbate

town which is the provincial capital. In the far southern and southwestern parts of

Masbate Island, Cebuano is the home language. There are several lesser dialects

spoken in the small towns on the island of Ticao. On Burias most of the speakers are

Cebuano who migrated from the Cebu region.

This dictionary is a record of speech as spoken in northern Masbate primarily in

and around the capital town of Masbate. This dialect is the lingua franca for the

province and the home language for between 300.000 to 350.000 people.



A MASBATENYO-ENGLISH

DICTIONARY

Compiled by

ELMER P. WOLFENDEN

With Language Consultants

MIRIAM V. BARLET
and

FELIXBERTO V. GRANADO, JR.

Linguistic Society of the Philippines

Manila, 2001


